I. CALL TO ORDER Chairman, Frank Jones, calls the meeting to order at 7:35pm at the Old Saybrook Town Hall, 302 Main Street, Old Saybrook.
II. ROLL CALL

Attendant Members    


Absent Members

Frank Jones, Chairman


Frank Reichart, Regular Member

Paul Smith, Vice Chairman


Kevin Zawoy, Alternate Member

Madge Fish, Regular Member

Larry Bright, Regular Member

Judy Preston, Regular Member

Bob McIntytre, Regular Member

Bill Pollack, Alternate Member

Attendant Staff

Christina Costa, Enforcement Officer

Carrie Levesque, Commission Clerk

Mike Ott, Consulting Engineer

Mark Branse, Esq., Consulting Attorney

III.
OLD BUSINESS

A.
03-009

Sentinel Subdivision

Application for 10 lot subdivision within 100 feet of inland wetlands.

29 Mill Rock Road West (Map 52 Lot 2)

Accepted: 5/15/03, PH Open: 7/17/03, 45 Day Extension granted on 8/21/03 -PH Closed: 10/2/03, Decision by: 11/18/03.

The Commission discusses the application and whether all issues have been addressed.

Attorney Mark Branse states to the Commission to focus on three topics when making their decision: 1) Will there be significant impacts to the wetlands if the application is approved; 2) Can the application be approved with conditions upon approval or is it too complicated; and 3) Has the applicant sufficiently identified feasible and prudent alternatives?

The Commission asks Mike Ott to discuss his concerns. Mr. Ott states that the issues he had previously discussed have not all been met. He also reiterates that the existing condition of the site makes a real potential for impact to the wetlands. Mr. Ott discusses his concern regarding the temporary sediment basin. Mr. Ott states that three are guidelines that need to be followed and he doesn’t feel that they have been. He states that the calculations need to be redone, the grading needs to be adjusted and there is less than a 1:1 slope near the Messinger’s property which is not feasible. Mr. Ott discusses witht the Commission that if the Sediment basin was properly graded it may be big enough.  Mr. Ott also discusses the storm water basin. He states that he doesn’t feel it has been designed properly and that it could potentially be designed in the spot on the property that is being proposed. Mr. Ott states that the proposed road is pinched between property and a rock ledge with limited amount of frontage. Mr. Ott then discusses the culvert . He states that the culvert doesn’t see a high peak discharge on a regular basis and is more than half filled with sediment. The implications of opening a new 18” pipe need to be addressed as the flow will increase. Mr. Ott discusses the Vortex (page 9 of 11). He states that the calculatons put the vortex in the rock cut giving it 12’ of grade change. Mr. Ott states that there is no way to put it up and no way for the town to access it.

The Commission presents their concerns regarding the application. 

Madge Fish states that she agrees with all of Mr. Ott’s concerns. Bob McIntyre states that if Mr. Ott’s had all been addressed then he would have no major concerns but he feels that there should be sufficient plans to act on. Bill Pollack states that he doesn’t feel the applicant has shown feasible and prudent alternatives. Judy Preston states that she feels the application would cause significant impacts to the wetlands. Paul Smith states that there appear to be alternatives that would not impact the wetlands.

Mark Branse states that he had written up a motion that he feels adequately covers the Commission’s concerns.

Frank Jones calls a recess at 8:45pm.

The Commission reconvenes at 8:55pm.

 All Commission members review the proposed motion and make changes.

Whereas, the Commission has determined the subject application 03-009 involves a regulated activitythat is a “significant impact activity,” as defined in the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses  Regulations, Section 2.1; and

Whereas, the site is difficult to develop, characterized by steep topography, shallow depth to ledge and exposed ledge, erodable soils, and significant downstream wetlands and watercourses; and

Whereas, there is a signficant wetland directly downgradient from the proposed road cut, which would receive sediment in the event of construction or post-construction erosion unless intercepted by the sedimentation basin, and the design of that basin is not adequate to assure such interception; , and that wetland flows downgradient into other properties east of Mill Rock Road not owned by the applicant; and
Whereas, the site development plans call for a long length of roadway (1500') at a continuous grade of 10%, and deep cuts, and narrowness of the subdivision access corridor, all combine to create a very high risk of erosion, sedimentation, change in watercourse characteristics, and flooding of downgradient properties; and 

Whereas, the evidence indicates that the plan as designed does not provide sufficient evidence that erosion controls will function to prevent downstream sedimentation, streambed scour, flooding, and other adverse impacts which could result; and that flow rates into downstream wetlands and watercourses could be changed (possibly decreased) having an adverse impact on wetland and watercourse resources in the Oyster River watershed, which watershed  has received significant efforts for shellfish and migratory fish habitat restoration; and

Whereas, the Commission must evaluate if there are feasible and prudent alternatives to the activity as proposed, and it is clear that feasible and prudent alternatives do exist, including improved designs, and access from the easterly side of the site involving a deep cut, involves little or no direct wetlands impact and lesser risk of downstream impacts.  Further, the applicant failed to pursue (or at least failed to report to this Commission concerning) a waiver of the maximum cul de sac length, as was expressly requested by the Commission; and

Whereas, it appears possible that this subdivision can be designed to address the aforesaid deficiencies, but those deficiencies are too substantial to be addressed by conditions of approval;which, while 

Now, Therefore, the Commission hereby votes to deny this application without prejudice to an application that addresses the deficiencies of this current application.

IV.
ADJOURNMENT
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Next Regular Meeting


Thursday, November 20, 2003 at 7:30p.m.


Pasbeshauke Pavilion


155 College Street Extension
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